Doctor Captained Scotland to Rugby Glory
Donny Innes started his rugby career playing for Aberdeen Grammar FP, before progressing to representing Scotland and becoming captain.

Dr Innes died at home in Aberdeen, aged 94, on Saturday.

Combining rugby with being a GP in Aberdeen, Dr John Robert Stephen Innes, but known to all and sundry as Donny, became one of the few players to lead his country to victory over England in the Calcutta Cup.

When his playing days were over, he went on to become rugby correspondent with the Press and Journal and was a frequent visitor to Aberdeen Grammar FP’s matches at Rubislaw.

Coming from a medical background – His father, grandfather and mother were all doctors in Aberdeen – it was no surprise when he followed the same path, albeit he also pursued a rugby career.

His first cap against Wales in Cardiff, in 1939, came as a result of a late call-up and had him searching sports shops in the Welsh capital for blue rugby socks.

From that less-than-glorious beginning, Dr Innes went on to play eight times for Scotland before and after World War II.

Captaining Scotland to a 6-3 win over England on March 20, 1948, meant that his name not only went down in history but was inscribed on the Calcutta Cup as J.R.S. Innes.

As an administrator, Dr Innes progressed through the ranks to become president of the Scottish Rugby Union in season 1973-74.

A spokesman for Scottish rugby said: “He was a regular at Murrayfield as recently as last season and was always very lively with a keen sense of humour.
“He was always willing to impart advice from a player’s standpoint and Scottish rugby extends its sincere condolences to Donny Innes’s family and friends.”

His home town honoured him in 2006 when he was the first nominee for a place in the Aberdeen Sports Council Hall of Fame.

Another event held in his honour came on his 90th birthday when he was given a lunch at Royal Aberdeen Golf Club.

An old adversary, former England international Micky Steele-Bodger, travelled to Aberdeen with his wife from their home in Staffordshire.

The event was arranged by Dr Innes’s golf and lunch colleague Dr Mike Williams and also attended by several family members.

Looking back on his career, Dr Innes said: “I couldn’t single out one highlight, but having my name engraved on the Calcutta Cup is something that cannot be taken away.

“There is a great history to the trophy – which was gifted by the rugby club in Calcutta when it was disbanded. It is made from melted-down silver rupees.

“The memories of the game are a bit of a blur. You don’t have the time to relish the occasion and, in hindsight, I could have been more sensitive to the whole atmosphere.

“It was a thrill to win, especially to beat my good friend Micky Steele-Bodger to lift the cup.”

Dr Innes is survived by a son and a daughter, Robert and Helen, and his grandchildren.
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