Donny was a great friend of my dad, through Scottish Schools rugby and naturally became our GP when we came to Aberdeen in 1963.

I will always remember one of his favourite stories about international rugby in his day and how it compared with now. As well documented, Donny was capped both before and after the war. When he nervously turned up for his first international after WW2, he arrived at the stadium and anxiously headed for his peg in the home changing room at Murrayfield. He was a bit distraught to find that his was the only peg on which there was no jersey. When he asked the committee man present where his jersey was, he was greeted with the response, "Well, you already have one, it was issued to you before the war! Have you not got it with you?” Apparently, in those days the SRU provided each internationalist with the first jersey and you then had to pay for any additional ones that you required!! So different from the pampering and "largesse" our present Scots team receives.

He was a great character and will be missed. He liked nothing better than being at Rubislaw on match day and following the fortunes of FPs. I believe a memorial service is being planned as the funeral will be private, at Donny's own behest.

Best regards

Jim
